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     Research and the topic of human rights is a topic that should carry a lot of weight in our society.  Both research and human rights and informed consent are important. We have a shameful past exemplified by the Tuskegee Syphilis study and the Henrietta Lacks HeLa Cell studies.  Although both projects advanced medicinal knowledge in enormous ways, the means in which the studies were done were detrimental to the black community and discounting of an unsuspecting patient, Mrs. Lacks. The fact that the Lacks family has not received monetary compensation is perplexing, and disappointing. 	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Spelling error. Lacks	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Spelling Lacks.	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Needs to be cited. 
     The Tuskegee study was conducted by the United States Public Health System from 1932-1972.  In compensation for participating in the study, the recipients received free medical exams, food, and burial insurance. In 1972, when the study came out in the newspaper, public outrage put a stop to the study. (Bailey,2015,0:29/2:24). Six Hundred people were used in that study. Imagine that the sound of “free medical exams” must have sounded appealing to trusting low income, low literacy share- crop farmers. Some of the principles we now have in medical research is the term nonmaleficence which means do no harm.  The Tuskegee research did do harm by not treating the infected men and by withholding information that they had a sexually transmitted disease.  Respect for human dignity was not offered because the university researchers were dishonest by recruiting humans and not treating them the same way they would treat any other patient. The patients apparently trusted the physicians who took full advantage of the situation. The 	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: This needs to be cited. Please see APA 7th edition for information on how to cite a YouTube video, and how to reference it on your reference page. 	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Spelling error. No apostrophe needed. 	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Does not need to be capitalized
principle of justice includes not only the patients right to privacy, but also the right to fair treatment. (Burkhart and Nathaniel 2020).  In our society, physicians are given great authority, respect, and trust by their patients. The Tuskegee Syphilis Study is disturbing in so many ways.  Did not one of the researchers recognize the undermining of human trust? Did not one question the methodology? Did not one recognize that not treating would cause further sickness? 
     Regarding Henrietta Lacks, she did sign consent for her treatment. In the 1950’s. it was common for physicians to use tissue samples for research without consent because they did not have laws in place like we have now. With such significant contributions to society the researchers should have been forthcoming with how unique her cells were. The physician took a biopsy of her tumor and gave the specimen to fellow physician, George Otto Gey, MD for further research. Henrietta’s cells grew the only continuous replicating line of human cells.  Lacks ‘ cells, called HeLa Cells are still replicating today although she died at the age of thirty on October 4, 1951. (Johns Hopkins Medicine, 2025.).	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: This word is not needed. She was actually Mrs., but that is not needed either. 	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Spelling error Lacks. 	Comment by Fraysier,  Donna C: Spelling error. 
     The group Alliance for Human Research Protection has some listen worthy videos on it. Of particular interest is the video by Dr. Uwe Aishner titled Medicine is Being used as a weapon to deprive Us of Our Freedom.  An interview is done with Vera Sharavl, a Romanian survivor of the Holocaust. She stated she was four years old when she was separated from her mother and was taken to a ‘starvation camp”.  The threat of being sent to a death camp was a threat every day. The way in which she speaks and with the visceral knowledge she has confirms some of our fears about human rights, informed consent, the power struggle between those of power and those who are subject to it and pushing the trust boundaries. Vera speaks of the similarities between Nazi Germany and how the similarities are repeating with the COVID vaccine. Her grave admonishment is that we are not even close to knowing what the results of the vaccine will be on human beings. 
     A press release on May 18, 2023, by the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, stated “Former Governor Cuomo, along with his counterparts in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, engaged in a cover up to hide the true, nursing-home mortality rates from the public and shift political blame.”. (Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, 2025). 
     If the Holocaust was possible then, and Corona Virus now, what must we do about informed consent, coercion by power, power in the hands of just a few and a media that does not share the truth?  Are we any more informed now than those men in the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment?   Do we have trust in our health care like Henrietta Lacks had as she travelled from Roanoke, Virginia to Johns Hopkins in Maryland?  Are we truly informed and did we have enough information to give informed consent with the COVID Vaccine?  Many physicians, pilots, 
Healthcare workers, and military personnel lost their jobs, homes, benefits and much more for declining the vaccine. 
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